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wantonly? But if a sheep exhibits an unpleasant inde-
pendence of disposition, and propagates the blasphemous
doctrine that it was created for other things than the due
provision of milk, wool, and mutton in due season for its
lawful owner, the shepherd is apt to say it is a vicious
beast, and to take measures accordingly.
The country that the Turk acquired had of course to be
administered somehow; but it was not Turks by blood
that did the administering. The high officials were usually
the selected children, taken from their Christian parents
by the "Janissary" tribute (which provided also the
corps d'elite of the army). Or else they were European
adventurers and renegades; or (in the case of many of the
very best of them) Albanians. The underlings were very
largely Armenians, who form most admirable subordinates
in all Government offices. They were never trusted with
any high executive posts; but they did all the inferior
work, and no objection was raised to their filling their own
pockets the while.
There were isolated cases of oppression in plenty, as there
always will be when Armenian and Turk deal with one
another; but it was not Turkish tyranny that was invariably
to blame. We have known of an Armenian father, on his
death-bed, giving his last charge to his son, as follows:
** Grigor, these are the last words of your father; and see
that you honour and obey them, as such words should be
honoured,"
" I will my Father; on my head and eyes be it," said the
youth.
"My son, never pay your taxes until you have been
thrashed."
Under these circumstances, it really does not prove bru-
tality in the tax-collector, if he sometimes thinks he may
as well begin with the stick, and so save trouble all round.*
The fact is, that to try and get the better of the Govern-
ment in a bargain (or for that matter, of anybody else) is
* " 1*31 tell you what it is," cried an irritated British Consul to an
Armenian petitioner, " if ever we did undertake the administration of
your country, you fellows would have to pay your taxes." " What! "
exclaimed that gentleman in dismay, " every year ? "